Greetings ARLIS/NA, Texas-Mexico Chapter members and ALA/FIL attendees.
Over the years, Carla and I (and Karen) have learned a few things that might help you enjoy and maybe surpass your expectations for ALA/FIL attendance.  We thought we would share them with you here.  Please be alert for a similar, but more general missive from ALA, via your e-mail in the coming weeks. 
· Let us know how many days you are staying, we are not officially scheduling anything after the first 3 days, but we plan to stay and can look for things, or help you with your plans.  

· ALA should be sending you your $100 BEFORE you leave.  Keep an eye on your email for confirmation, and it will come via snail mail.

· Carla, Karen, Tara and I will be leaving from San Antonio, Saturday, Nov. 29, Continental flight CO1505, departing at 9:12am, arriving in Houston at 10:07am.  (In case you want to run in to us OR avoid us :~)  

· Carla, Karen, Tara, and I will be going through Intercontinental in Houston to connect with Continental flight CO2099, departing at 11:55pm, arriving in Guadalajara at 2:19pm.  Guadalajara is on Central Daylight Time, so no time change.

· Last year, we went through Dallas and there were weather issues but that is something that cannot be avoided. 

Arriving in Guadalajara
Airport
There is a money exchange booth as you leave customs and into the terminal.  You may want to exchange enough cash for the taxi, but we wouldn’t recommend changing all your money here.  You get better rates in town at banks, near our hotel. The hotel may exchange money as well.    
There is a taxi hire booth in the terminal, next to the exit doors.  Airport taxis are “prix fix,” and you MUST purchase a ticket for the cab here.  A cab to town costs about $20, but can be shared with up to 3 persons.  The cabbie will take your ticket, and gives you part of it back, as your receipt.  You can ask for a “remision” (receipt), some might have a little book, but some might not, and again, the chit is your receipt.  The cab ride to town is about 25 minutes (remember this coming back, and factor into your scheduling).   You want to go to the hotel Victoria Express.  The cabbies should know all the hotels, but you can tell them, if they don’t know, that it is on the Ave. Lopez Mateo,” dos minutos de la feria de libros” (literally “two minutes from the book fair,” and they all seem to know about the FIL.  The venue is called “Glorieta de la Minerva”).  Or show them the address: 

Weather
Generally it can be in the 60s or 70s, cooler in the morning and evening, but it can and has been colder or warmer.  Check the weather before you go.  
http://www.wunderground.com/cgi-bin/findweather/getForecast?query=gdl&wuSelect=WEATHER
Clothing
I’d take a sweater (cardigan type) or wrap for sure.  Evenings can be cooler.  Remember you will need something a little more “dressy” (not formal, just nice) to wear for the gala dinner on Sunday evening.  

Cell Phone / Phone
The hotel phone can be quite expensive for long distance calls. An international calling card that you can purchase in the US or Mexico works fine or check your cell phone service, they might have a roaming service plan. Usually, to dial out, you need the country code for the US, OO + 1 + area code + phone number.

Hotel
Go to desk to register.  Make sure you mention you are with ALA/FIL.  ALA will have a table set up somewhere close to the desk, with your packet , with badge, (you’ll need this to get in and out of the venue, particularly the first three “professional days”), programs, vendor location maps, vendor list, book bag, gifts, etc.   Don’t forget to pick this up.
Now, this is the first time ALA/FIL has used this hotel, so we can’t tell you everything, but we can tell you a few things.  Here is the hotel website (in English and Spanish)
Hotel Website:
http://www.victoriaexpress.com.mx/html/portada.php

· The old hotel never left wash cloths.  You could ask, maybe you got, maybe not, so bringing your own a washcloth or a nylon bath “pouf” would probably be a good idea.  
· Of course, you can buy “poufs” almost anywhere, including Sanborn’s or Gigante (grocery store, more about it later), which are both close.
· Most appliances/cell phone batter chargers, etc will work with the sockets in hotel. Three-pronged appliances will most likely not work. 
· Old hotel did not supply shower bonnets for your hair.   
· Bottled water usually in the room or bath room, but it will cost you.  Generally about a $1 US or 10 pesos.  
· Website says hotel has “free” wireless internet for all rooms.
· Hotel has gym (probably free) and hydro massage (probably NOT free)
· It is common practice to leave a little “tip” (dollar or two) in the hotel room (like in an ash tray or other noticeable repository) for the cleaning staff.  It is not mandatory, but simply common practice.  By the same token, if you leave extra coins lying about, they might take, thinking it is a tip.  So be aware.
Surroundings, food, money, shopping….
· There is a large outdoor (the mall, not the shops) shopping mall, Plaza del Sol, down Ave. Mariano Otero, which is the same street the conference center (Expo, Glorieta de la Minerva) is on.
· By the Plaza del Sol mall, there is a FedEx office, but there is a third party facilitator for Fedex at the venue.  More about this in the venue section.
· There is a “medical” pedicure clinic at the Plaza del Sol mall.  It is call “Todo Para sus Pies.”  For $20 you can get “the works.”  It is wonderful, for males or females (they DON’T do nail polish) and they stay open until 8pm.  A scalpel is involved, but you won’t believe how wonderful they are.  Because a sharp implement is used, you cannot get one of these in the states.  After a long day of walking, you will really appreciate this “foot makeover.”   They take walk-ins.
· To exchange money, you don’t have to go into the bank, lots have booths that open to the sidewalk.   There are several exchanges in the area and around the mall.
· There is security in the banks themselves, and you may have to go into a glass foyer and wait for them to press the button to let you in to the bank itself.  We have never had any problems doing it with the booths that open to the sidewalk.  Worst thing that has happened is that someone might approach you to buy something, once you have cash. 
· There are also debit card machines, which will be giving out money in pesos, not US dollars. 
· Credit cards are used in many places but remember to call your credit card before you leave the US & let them know you are traveling out of the US. They might block your card if you do not call ahead of time. 
· Local food, “chilaquiles” is the regional dish, and you will see it advertised a lot.  It is simply cut up corn tortillas with some (differing) kind of sauce, from tomatoes, to green chilles, to cheese, to meats.
Exchange Rates
http://www.x-rates.com/d/MXN/table.html
Venue – Expo 
· First three days are “professional” days, not open to the public at the bookfair.
· ALA has a session on Sunday night that gives you general information about the town and what to expect at the bookfair, They will give you the number for the ALA booth and we recommend that you go by at some point when you are at the fair. 
· If you are interested in the smaller Latin American countries, we highly suggest that you go there first. Many of these vendors do not bring multiple copies of books. These vendors also do not accept credit cards so you may want to bring extra cash. 
· We have not used a distributor but that is an option if you want to purchase many books. 
· There is internet café, but the waits are LONG…, very long.  You also may need to sign up, because they are so-o-o long.
· There is food at the venue, a cafe and a cafeteria (but good food).  They tend to be crowded.
· There is a cloak room over by the café and internet PC area.  You can leave stuff there and
· They distribute small green carts that you can pull around to put books you buy in, at no cost.
· There is a FedEx third party vendor at the back of the venue.  You can purchase boxes ($6 small, $11 large) to put your purchases in.  They will give you tape and labels to ship to your library.
· Your institution must have an account with Fedex, and you need that number.
· You need to have cash for the FedEx third party vendor.  They said they would have credit card machine, but never got.  
· They FedEx third party vendor will charge you about 70 pesos (say up to $10) service fee, depending on how many boxes.  We paid between 70 and 80 pesos for 5 small boxes.  
